Issue 20(1) presents five empirical studies and one methodological article. Fostering Reading Comprehension and Self-Directed Learning in a Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) Setting by Jenny Mendieta, Libardo Múnera, Tatiana Olmos, Clara Onatra, Patricia Pérez, and Elizabeth Rojas is the first empirical study. In the article, the authors discuss an action research study that they carried out at five public educational institutions in Colombia. Students´ reading comprehension problems as well as their lack of learning skills motivated Mendieta, Múnera, Olmos, Onatra, Pérez, and Rojas to work on this type of project. The use of CSR showed positive results and students improved their reading comprehension, learning skills, and changed habits positively.
Critical Intercultural Learning through Topics of Deep Culture in
an EFL classroom written by Luis Fernando Gómez Rodríguez presents a qualitative research study in which pre-service teachers explore the use of deep topics that belong to the English speaking culture rather than topics about the surface culture. Findings of this study show that students develop "critical thinking and intercultural awareness" when they are exposed to controversial topics in the language classroom that relate to their own personal experiences.
La Caracterización de los Cumplidos en una Población
Universitaria written by Sergio Alonso Lopera Medina is an article that presents a study carried out with the community of a public university in Colombia. The participants were students, professors and employees who responded a questionnaire listing the compliments they usually use in a specific situation. Lopera Medina characterized the compliments in the study and shows the findings in this article. We invite all our readers to check our new author guidelines. An analysis of the time it takes for the journal to have a manuscript ready for publication has made us modify our author guidelines. We hope they are clear and fit our future authors´ expectations. Remember that the journal has always been open to suggestions.
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Once again, enjoy the issue!
